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to a physical law, that is to say, is automatic.
An automaton is a thing which goes by itself
when it is wound up, and we go by ourselves
when we have had food. Excepting the fact
that other men are conscious, there is no reason
why we should not regard the human body as
merely an exceedingly complicated machine
which is wound up by putting food into the
mouth. But it is not merely a machine, because
consciousness goes with it The mind, then,
is to be regarded as a stream of feelings which
runs parallel to, and simultaneous with, a
certain part of the action of the body, that is
to say, that particular part of the action of the
brain in which the cerebrum and the sensory
tract are excited.

Then, you say, if we are automata what
becomes of the freedom of the will ? The
freedom of the will, according to Kant, is that
property which enables us to originate events
independently of foreign determining causes ;
which, it seems to me, amounts to saying
precisely that we are automata, that is, that we
go by ourselves, and do not want anybody to
push or pull us. The distinction between an
automaton and a puppet is that the one
by itself when it is wound up and the other
requires to be pushed or pulled by wires or
strings. We do not want any stimulus from
without, but we go by ourselves when we have